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By a Miniſter of the Church of England. 


T maſt be granted, That ſuch as would bo 
ſaved muſt be very diligent and earneſt in 
the uſe of the means of Salvation: and for 
this reaſon, that they mult be very careful to 

make the beſt uſe of the Lordi day, which 
is A Peculiar Seaſon for their Spiritual Edification. 

In order to which we are commanded by GOD to 

ceaſe our worldly Labours and common Diverſions on 


this Sacred Day, that we may the more entirely 


wait u GOD, and advance our Spiritual and 
Eternal Intereſts. And the very Nature of the 
thing ſhews us how reaſonable it is, that we, who 


muſt live for ever in another World, ſhould ſer: apart 


a con(iderable part of our time to prepare for it. 
So that on this Holy Day we may, without breach 
of Manners, avoid unneceſſary Company,refuſe im- 
pertinent Vilits, and ſilence improper Diſcourſe, 
that we may enjoy the more full Communion with 
God, and proſecute the Buſineſs of our Holy Calling 


without Diſtraction. And whoſoever docs fo, will | 


find unſpeakableAdvantages in it, to his great Com- 
fort in Life and Death. 

For we are aſſured in the Fourth Commandment, 
That God hath Bleſſed as well as Conſecrsted this 
Day : ore the Lord BLESSED the Hub- 
bath Day and Hallowed it. So that we oppoſe 
_ — 1 we — the Duty of 
this Day, or te it by any contrary there- 
to, It s a Day I ING 


k 


| of Heaten (its on his Mercy Sexe, in a us is 
cions manner than on other Day:; having declared 
that he will beſtow peculiar Bleſſings on them that 
duly obſerve it. And what true Lover of his own 
Ges ef ed ee ener ods mg 
—__ obtaining Fayour wit Almighty 
— the Riches of his Grace and 


God, and receiving 
Feſus Chrift? Es . that 
— — — theſe Days of Salvation 


may be granted to us, and how dreadful it is to die 
in * —— of them. 
And let none imagine, that this was a Comand. 
ment to the Jews only, and does not reach to us 8 
Chriſtians ; on the contrary, we find in the New if 
Teftament, "that our Lord keeps up a Title to 2 
Seventh Day ſtill, which is therefore called the 
Lord's Day, — 3 — 1-10.) And we find it ſtrictiy 
obſerved by the Apoſtles as a Day of 
for the publick Worſhip of God, and Miniſtration ot ( 
the Word and Sacraments. (48s 20. 7.) And we 1 
read that our Bleſſed Saviour to them ſe. 1 
veral times, and Bleſſed them on this his Day, (Fob. 4 
20. 19, 26.) and he ſent his Holy Spirit upon them 
on this Day. (As 2. 4.) And theref 
Chriſtians are much more obliged now (than the | 
Jews were) to the Obſervation of this Day, by * 
what our Bleſſed Saviour has done and ſuffered in 7 
order to our Salvation, we cannat, without gros 
Abfurdity and Ingratitude, think that the moral 
Vo © |  _ 
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igation of it is ceaſed, To be of this Opinion, 
i to oppoſe the Eſtabliſhed Orders of our Gover- 
ways, in Church and State, and we are required 


k bring thoſe to Punimment 
Aa ane ind sin apd all C 


ing herein, and all Chriſtians 


have as much reaſon to riſc up and oppoſe ſach as 
would level this Hely Day of Cod with other com- 
mon Days, as they would thoſe who are digging 
down the Sea Banks, for by Mens breaking in up- 
on the Limits of this Sacred Day, a whole Tile of 
Vice and Prophanefs will flow in upon ns, to the 
Diſhonour of God, the Contempt of Religion, and 
the pulling down of Plagues andCalamities upon us, 
which all Men are concerned to do their utmoſt 
to prevent. 

As our good God therefore has ſeparated this 
Bleſſed Day to his peculiar Service, for his own 
Glory, and the Good of Men both in this world 
and the next, Let us not diſappoint theſe gracious 
Ends by 1dleneſs or Formality, nor by worldly Ba- 
ſimeſs or carnal Diverſions. Let no common thing 
keep ns from the Publick Worſhip of God, either 
in the Fore or After noon; and let as much of the 
reſt of the Day as we can be ſpent in the Devotions 
of the Cloſet and Family; in Catechizing of our 
Children and Servants, in repeating what we heard; 
in, Reading good Baoks ; in Prayer, Singing of 
Pham, and good Diſcourſe, And if theſe ſweet and 
Ble ſted Exerciſes are tedious and irkſome to us, tis 
CESS wm on how unfit we are 
for Hearen, where the Love and Praiſes of GOD 
make a great Part of the glorious Entertainment, 
of which, the due keeping of « Chniſtian Sabbech 


and the Vanities of this World: for we are ſworn 
againſt theſe in the Sacred Covenant of Baptiſm. 
But this Day is principally ſet apart for the Wor- 
fhip and 1 * r the _ 
ement of our Souls, or Hea- 
_ to loſe the bleſſed Opporranicy of this, 
in publick or private, for either worldly or ſinful 
Ends, is a baſe miſ-ſpending of our Talent, a mani- 
feſt Contempt of God and his Authority, and a 
pernicions Neglect of our Salvation: and ſuch per- 
ſons as will not be convinc'd of this now, will be 
taught it in a very terrible manner hereafter. God's 
Judgments upon Earth againſt the Prophaners of his 
Day have been too numerous and too notorious to 
be deny d, which are but as Drops of that Storm of 
fiery Indignation which will at laſt conſume his Ad- 
verſaries. And ſurely they cannot be accounted o- 
ther than the Enemies of God, and of their own 
Souls too, who reject the Bleſſings of the Lord 5-day, 
by uſing it to a quite comtrary End and deſign. To 
— which, aur Church has required a ſolemn 
umiliation before God for the Prophanation of the 
Day of eur Lord, as well as for Murther, Adultery,or 
any other immoral Act: as we find in our Liturgy, 
where after the rchearſal of the Fourth Command 
ment, we are required to implore Forgiveneſs of 
God for all that we have done contrary to this holy 
Law of his; and to pray that he would give us his 
Grace, that we may never commit any ſuch grie- 
vous Sins any more, in theſe words, Lord have Mcr- 
6 non 5, and incline our Hearts to keep this La-. 
And foraſmuch as our Supream Lawgiver has in 
this Law of his required that ſuch as have Srrang- 


is che happieſt reſerablance that we have upon Earth V within their Gates ;, that is, Gueſts or Ledgers, 


But, here, alas? too many amongſt us grow un- 
eaſie at theſe kolyReſtraints, and being nnaccuttom- 
ed to deny themſelves auꝝ thing that their Carnal 
Heart deſires on other Days, they know not how 
to Reſtrain themſelves on this: and having no in- 
ward Reliſh of Religion, they are ſoon weary of 1 
and therefore they k, What Harm there is, + 
when the Publick Seruzce is over, they ſpend the 
Remainder of the Day in recreating themſclves in 
the Fiels, or in a Publick Houſe, or in any com- 
mon Diverſion? yea, ſome go further, and will got 
be perſawded that there is any Harm in Gaming, 
Foot-ball-playing, Dancing. and the like, on the 
remaining part of this Ho/y Day. 

Bur, Sirs, whether you will belicve it or not, 
Cad bas ſanfijfied this Day, that is, he hath ſep» 
rated it to his own peculiar Service, from all our 
worldly. affairs and Buſmeſs. But we muſt not for 
that reaſon (et it apart for Eaſe and Sloth, nor yet. 
for Pleaſure and Diserſion, much leſs for Sia, to ne- 
weate the Bod j, and to udulge the Luits thereof, 
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to look to it, that thoſe under their Roof do not 
prophane this Sacred Day: How are ſuch as keep 
Taverns and Publick Houſes particularly concern'd 
to keep their Houſes clear of Company on this 
Day, Since it appears, that we muſt anſwer to God 
for any Prophanation of the Lard : Day, diſcern- 
able and preventable by us, that was committed 
by thoſe under our Authority in our Houles, 
wherein, as Governours, we ought to bear Rule to 
the Glory of God 

And therefore, however many Maſters of Pub- 
lick Hauſes flatter themſelves with the Gains they 
make by following their Trades, and humouring 
their Cuſtamere on this Reſerved Day of our Lord, 
they will find a very ſad reckoning at lat before 
the Judge of all the Earth. When it will be made 
appear, that they have ſupplied many. Perſons with 
Initruments to fight againſt God; in that they ſuf- 
fered them to ſit Drinking and Revelling in their 
Houſes, whillt — ought- to have been at the 
Publick Werſhip of God, or to have been 2 


ed in the pious Government of their own Families. 
And whatever Friendſhip there naw ſeems to be 
between ſuch as live in theſe pernicious Vices, and 
ſuch as adminiſter fewel to them; it may at laſt 
break our into an eternal Enmity and Averſion in 
the other World: Where the one may ſay, Had 
you not admitted me into your Houſe, and ſuppli- 
cd me with Wine and other things which were not 
matter of Neceſſity, but meer Vanity and Impiety, 
I might have kept the Lord's Day better, and have 
eſcaped this Place of Torment. And on the other 
hand, the other Party may reply, Had you not fre- 
quented my Houſe on the Lord's Day, and preven- 
ted me and my Servants from ſerving God in his 
Houſe and my own, we might likewile have been 
more happy. 

That ſuch Expoſtulations and Upbraidings will 
b2 like to be in the other World, ( where every 
one will ſce the Baſenels and Perniciouſneſs of Sin- 
ning againſt Gol) is very probable from what we 
ſee in Perſons whoſe Eyes God pleales to open 
here on Earth. 

I knew a Gentleman, who, after a ſharp Sickneſs, 
betaking himſelf to a new Lite, ſent for the maſter 
of the Tavern where he had miſ-ſpent much time 
and many Lord's Dayz,and with fuch a Coun-enance 
as made him even tremble, checkt him ſeverely for 
allowing Company to ſit Drinking on the Lord's 
Day, or upon any other Day, to Exceſs: and gave 
him ſuch an affecting Charge to amend this for the 
future, as ſtartled him whenever he call d it to mind, 
as the Perſon to whom he ſpake afterwards confeſt. 

1. Say not then, What Harm is there in Draw- 
ing Drink to ſuch Perſons as require it en the 
Lord's Day ? Since if it be unneceſſary, it cannot 
but be very ſinlul; becauſe at beſt it makes both 
them and you miſ-ſpend the Lord i Day; and many 
times occaſions very heinous Diſorders and Trant- 
greſſions on it. 

2. Say not, You ſhall loſe your Trade, an fail 
of a Livclyhood, by obſerving this Part of your 
Duty. But remember, that God rained down a 
double Portion of Mama on the Day before tlie ab- 
bath, for the Uſe of thoſe that obſerved it, ( Exod. 
16. 29.) And be aſſure that you cannot lole by 
your faithful Serv ice to ſo good a maiter. 

3. Say not, others do it, and I will not be ſingu- 
lar. Since the Law of God; and not the Practice 
of others, mn:t be our Rule it we delice God's 
Kingdom. Ela i 

Laſtly, Say not, That it it be à Sin, you mut 
anſwer for it your ſelf, an that no Body elſe: is 
concerned in it. No, all Publick Sins are Publick 


— — 


Offences and Scandal: ; that is, they occaſion 
other, to fall into Sin, are the common Reproach 
of Chriſtianity, and the Cauſes of publick Calami- 
ties. Upon which Account therefore, all chat would 
be faithful to their Chriſtian Yows, ought to op- 
poſe the Prophanation of the Lord's Day by all 
lawful and adviſable Means, whether it be by giving 
Information of it to the Magiſtrate, or otherwiſe, 
as that which tends directly to the Diſhonour of 


God, the Decay of Religion, and to the Deſtruction 


of the Public Good. 

We are all ready enough to lay hands on ſuch as 
break any Law which concerns our ſelves If any 
one ſteals or robs us of any little matter, we alarm 
the Neighbourhood, and raiſe all the Power we can 
to apprehend the Thief, and are at Cliarge to pro- 
ſecute and purfiſh him according to Law: and with- 
out doubt we do well in it; for the tolerating ſuch 
Offenders is Injuſtice to the Publick, and a Cruelty 
to the mocent. But then, Why are we ſo ſlack 
and ſounwilling to do the like to ſuch as prophane 
the Holy Day and Name of GOD? Are theſe lighter 
Matters? Has not God a Right and Title in his 
own Day? Or rather, Is not the true Reaſon, be- 
cauſe we are not (entible of Offences again!t God 


as againſt our ſelves? But this is a very bad State, 


and a ſure Sign that we have not that Love and 
Zeal for God which every Trae Chriſtian ought 


to have. Let us therefore rouze up our ſelves to 
do this Honour to Ged, or we [hall never be honour- 


ed by him. 


| Fo ſum up all. The Lord s Day is in its Inſtitu- 
tion a Day of Bleſſing, an of infinite Good to Men 


but Men may by their 1dleneſs or Prophaneneſs turn 


their Bleſſings into Curſes, But as this is great 


Folly, ſo it will end in diſmal Sorrow and Anguiſh; 
eſpecially when theſe Days of the Son of Man are 


over. When Death cloles up the Day of Grace and-- (i 
Mercy, and there ſhall be no mo re Sabbaths, nor 


Sacraments, nor Sermons, nor Prayers for ever: 


Then will the Prophane Perſon wiſh in vain for © 
the Return of that which lie bath irreparably loſt 


by deſpiſing it. like Eſau's begging with Tears 
( but to no purpoſe ) for tac Bleſſing which he had 
fold for a ſenſual Morſel. 


O my Bretheu! Know your Ch iftian Triui. 


lezes, unprove your Ble Sabbaths, and the inva- 
luable Seafuns of God's Grace. Our Day, of Life 


and of Grace, is far ſpent, and the Night is at hau. 


Let this quicken us in theſe lait Hours of our Day; 


to provide the things which make for our Etcrnal. 
Peace, leſt they be ere leng hidden from our t!yes, 
and for ever debarred from our Exjo ment. 


_— 


LONDON, Printed by F. Downing in Bartholemew-Cloſe. near Weft- Smithfeld, 170% 


— 


3232. —— * 


2 ö ' * ng. 
3 * * 


* 


Tan 3 a 
5 — © 8 — 
. * — — 
LIE ̃ —„—-—- 
IN Ye — * 


— 
—— 
9 


